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 Open Door             the   
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT RED BANK            SEPTEMBER 2009 

                   VOL 61 -  No 7     

Genesis 
Sunday  

 

September 13,  10:30 a.m. 
Webster Hall and Patio 

 

Come register for, learn about, volunteer for, 

and sign-up for our many new programs 

and opportunities for education, fellowship, 

service, nurture, and personal growth 

 

There will be displays and information 

available for: 

Alpha 

Childrenõs Ministry 

Contemporary Worship 

Deacons 

Family Ministry  

Jr High Ministry  

Missions 

Music Ministry  

Nurture Ministries 

Sr High Ministry  

Stephen Ministry 

Tower Hill School 

Womenõs Ministry 

 

And many, many more! 
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Abigail - leaders Cathy Goldberg 

and Margaret Barney 

 Third Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. 

 Church Parlor 

Adelphia - leaders Esther Pavelka 

and Carol Giegerich 
 Second Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Church, Room 206 

Elizabeth - leader Iris Hinchman 
 First Thursday, 12:30 p.m.  

 Church Parlor 

Faith - leader Lori Faust  
 Third Friday, 9:15 a.m.  

 Church, Parlor 

Hannah - coordinator Leslie Zomro 
 First Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 Church, Room 201 

Hope - coordinator Marti Bookstein  
 Third Tuesday, 3:30 p.m.  

 Seabrook Village, Tinton Falls 

Lois - leaders Elaine Lent and Linda 

Miller   
 Second Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Call leader for location 

Lydia - leader Sue Lawson  
  Third Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

 Call Sue Lawson for location 

Martha - leader Elinor Chevalier 
 Second Tuesday, 10:00 a.m.  

 Church Parlor 

Mary - leader Muriel Hemschoot

 First Wednesday, 10:00 a.m.  

 Church Parlor 

Naomi - leader Dian Woodroffe

 Second Wednesday, 12:30 p.m. 

 Call leader for location 

Priscilla - leader Sue Davis 
 Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

 Church Parlor 

Please join us in any of the follow-
ing events scheduled.  Each offers 
something unique and our hope is 
that you will walk away with an 
even better connection to this 
wonderful church and the incredi-
ble women who call it home. 

September 13 

 Genesis Sunday 
The All Church reception in Web-
ster Hall with sign up sheets for 
PWMT events. 

September 27, November 22 

 Parlor Meet and Greets 
An informal coffee hour between 
services to meet PWMT members 
and to learn more about the minis-
try. 

October 5 

 Fall Dinner Gathering 
The big kickoff event for PWMT 
with dinner, a guest speaker and 
fellowship. 

October/November 

 Dancing Classes 
Come dance with us.  Three classes 
of assorted dancing styles in Web-
ster Hall.  Sure to be energizing! 

December 5 

 Christmas Tea 
A truely favorite tradition in the 
lovely home of Elinor Chevalier.  
Perfect way to welcome Christmas-
time. 

January 30 

 Talent Show 
Come show off your gifts or cheer 
your friends on!  Promises to be an 
evening to remember. 

April 2010 

 Rummage Sale 
Give away and/or take away.   A 
fundraising and community sup-
porting event that offers some-
thing for everyone. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

!Ó ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
Ministries Team (PWMT)Leader, I 
want to welcome everyone back 
for  an exciting new year at First 
Presbyterian Tower Hill Church. 
 
For those of you not familiar with 
PWMT, we are a ministry of 
women devoted to women, who 
share the common desire to know 
Christ, grow in Christ, and sow 
Christ in our families and commu-
nities.  What does that mean?  It 
means we study the Word, pray 
together, work and serve together, 
laugh and cry together- among 
many other things.  We welcome 
and encourage ALL women at the 
church to be a part of PWMT, 
whether in a Circleɂsmall fellow-
ship groups who meet regularly 
either at church or in a home (see 
list on this page), or through par-
ticipation in any of the many gath-
erings planned throughout the 
year.  We want you to be a part of 
our special ministry. 
 
As a ministry, one of our primary 
focuses over the past several years 
has been on mission and outreach 
projects.  We support two school 
age children in the Dominican Re-
public, through the Kids Alive pro-
gram, and have made significant 
contributions to local and interna-
tional mission work.  As well, we 
have been able to support our own 
church with gifts that include 
chairs, kitchen improvements, 
dishes, flatware, etc.  This year and 
in the future we intend to continue 
to offer all that we are able to en-
hance our community and the 
world we live in. 

Greetings and Happy September, 

PWMT News 
      by Ann Pieringer, PWMT 
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From The Pastor 

      by Steve Beard, Senior Pastor 

Saturday, September 5, 2009  
Communion  

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday,  September 6, 2009 

Communion  
9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
Joe Cole Preaching 

 
Saturday, September 12, 2009  

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday,  September 13, 2009 

 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.   
Lord Teach Us to Pray 

Luke 11:1-13 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Saturday, September 19, 2009  

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 20, 2009 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
Our Father, Who Art in Heaven 

Romans 8:14-17 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 
Saturday, September 26, 2009  

5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 27, 2009 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m.  
Hallowed Be Thy Name 

John 12:20-28 
Steve Beard Preaching 

 

By my calculations I spent 20 years of my life as a 
student. Every year the end of summer brought a 
flood of excitement and anticipation. I began ask-
ÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ËÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ Ȱ7ÈÏ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÇÏȤ
ÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅȩȱȟ Ȱ7ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÙ ÌÏÃËÅÒ ÍÁÔÅȩȱȟ Ȱ) 
×ÏÎÄÅÒ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÈÏÕÒ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÇÅÔȢȱȟ Ȱ) ÈÏÐÅ ) 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÔÈȦȱ 
 

) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȟ Ȱ"ÏÙ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ×ÁÉÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÂÁÃË ÉÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÌÅÁÒÎȢȱȟ Ȱ) ÁÍ ÓÏ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÈÏÍÅ×ÏÒËȦȱ 4ÈÁÔ ÉÓȟ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÅÄÕÃÁȤ
tion when the light at the end of the tunnel was near. Then, in moments of 
reflection, I began to think about how much I will miss the joy of learning, of 
study, and disciplined reading and writing. There, at the end, I realized that 
learning is such an integral part of who we are and one of the great joys that 
God has given to us. Often now I think about how much I miss the classroom 
and how often I took it for granted. 
 
One of the unique marks of the Presbyterian Church is the importance our 
tradition has placed upon learning and study. We have always contended that 
God is the Lord of our minds and that each mind was given to be used for 
learning and inquiry. Presbyterians place great importance upon education 
with continuous study of the scriptures, theological writings, and under-
standing and interpretation of church doctrine embodied in several state-
ments of faith and catechisms.  
 
As our kids, grandkids and college students head back to school this fall, now 
is a good time for all of us to join in the spirit and begin a renewed emphasis 
upon study. Here are a couple of suggestions: 
1. Get a One Year Study Bible and commit to daily Bible reading this 

year. These Bibles give a text for each day and provide background infor-
mation for each passage. This personal study of the scriptures each day 
will not only increase our knowledge of the Bible, but will encourage our 
ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÓ ×Å ÆÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȭÓ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓȢ 

2. Pick up a good book of theology or spiritual writing. Find a trusted author 
who can be a helpful guide in our journey with God. Ask myself, Pastor 
Joe or Pastor Rhonda for some suggestions of authors we have found to 
be particularly helpful. 

3. Enroll in our Alpha Class this fall.  Each of these 10 sessions will be an 
opportunity to learn more about our faith and then share with oth-
ers. What we learn from discussions and experience from others is a valu-
able source of encouragement for our souls and minds. 

4. *ÏÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÏÒ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÉÒÃÌÅÓȢ The fellowship and sup-
port found in these groups can be an encouragement to us as we learn 
alongside others. 

 
,ÅÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÐÒÉÔȱ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ 
wants us to know and study him so that we may have a strong faith and 
minds. 

As the year evolves,  programs 
may be added or changed.  Please 
be sure to check the weekly bulle-
tin, the monthly Open Door and 
www.towerhillchurch.org  for up-
dates. 

Looking forward to meeting you in 
September.  Feel free to contact 
me directly at pieringer1@aol.com 
if you have any questions. 
 

PWMT News 
(Continued from page 2) 

http://www.towerhillchurch.org
mailto:pieringer1@aol.com
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The Corner Store 

      by Joe Cole, Associate Pastor 

This summer 
our junior 
high students 

went on a weeklong mission trip 
to Rutland VT, and our senior high 
students went to Warrensburg NY. 
Both trips were beyond amazing! 
Without any hesitation I would say 
Life Changing! Both of these com-
munities are broken, hurting and 
in great need. There is poverty, 
oppression and injustice in both of 
these communities. They are both 
plagued with drugs, broken fami-
lies and the pressure to fit into the 
world around them. 

I am often asked upon returning 
from these trips what we did. I un-
derstand the question, as folks of-
ÔÅÎ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ Ȭ×ÏÒËȭȟ 
the things we built, the people we 
fed and the changes we made. Our 
groups worked hard! We built an 
outhouse, we dug drainage ditches 
and we planted gardens, just to 
name a few of our projects. How-
ever this was not our focus.  Now 

ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÍÅ ×ÒÏÎÇ - the brick and 
mortar of any mission trip is im-
portant, but we all know that these 
ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÌÁÓÔȢ 4ÈÅ 
most important part of any mis-
sion trip is the bringing of hope. 

I met a young woman who was 
down and out; she was struggling 
to feed her kids (we bought her 
groceries) and to simply make 
ends meet. After a long conversa-
tion about life, Jesus, and what we 
were doing in her community, we 
went our separate ways. Now the 
food was good, but she walked 
away knowing that there are peo-
ple who care, that there is a God 
who loves her and that there is 
HOPE. And that hope will last for 
eternity!  

Our students brought the hope and 
love of Jesus Christ to our hurting 
world and I could not be prouder 
to have been a part of it! They 
loved children and folks in nursing 
homes. Our students reached out 

and extended the hand of Jesus 
through work, prayer worship and 
simply showing up. 

I am excited to return to these 
communities to see the power of 
ÈÏÐÅȟ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÈÏÐÅȢ ) ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ 
pray for these two communities - 
that the hope our students brought 
would continue to spread and that 
these hurting places would know 
the healing touch of Jesus Christ. 

Lastly, I want to share that the 
place where hope grows the most - 
in the hearts of our students and 
leaders. Jesus was surely at work 
in all of us. We all shared tears, 
ÌÁÕÇÈÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ Ȭ(ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȭ 
moments! It is a blessing to serve 
our Lord, and a blessing to serve 
our youth. All for the glory of the 
one who brings hope everlasting, 
our Savior Jesus Christ! 

Tower Hill Concert Series presents 

Eduardo Villa, tenor 

Sunday, September 13      7:00 p.m. 

Eduardo Villa, Metropolitan Opera Tenor, our resident tenor extraordi-

naire will present a concert of music from opera, musical theater, sacred 

and popular tunes. Charles Harris, our Director of Music, will accompany 

at the piano. 
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Service for Healing 
Sunday, September 27, 2009     5:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

Rev. Rhonda J. Hoehn,  Worship Leader 

God Cares  

Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shep-
herd.  
 
!Ó ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȟ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 
preaching and worship leading 
most of the summer at a large con-
gregation in Staten Island. (I 
served this church during its in-
terim period as a supply pastor.)
Tragedy struck the congregation 
unexpectedly in mid-May when 
0ÁÓÔÏÒ "ÅÔÓÙ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÅÄ Á ȰÓÔÒÏËÅȢȱ 
Since Pastor Betsy had often called 
upon me to preach during her va-
cation, the congregation requested 
that I lead their 8:30 a.m. and 
10:00 a.m. summer services during 
her rehabilitation. 
 
A few weeks ago, after their late 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ Á ÙÏÕÎÇ ×ÏÍÁÎ ɉ)ȭÌÌ ÃÁÌÌ 
her Wendy), came into the office to 
speak with me. (Wendy had given 
birth to a stillborn child a month 
earlier.) After a little small talk, 
Wendy said: Ȱ-Ù ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÁÂÙȟ 4ÉÆȤ
fany, was so beautiful and so 
small. Does God know about 
her? Does God care? Does it make 
any difference to God that she was 
born and died? Where is God in 
ÔÈÉÓ ÌÏÓÓȩȱ 
 
These questions are a common 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ Á ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ 
And these are some of the same 
questions Pastor Betsy asked 
when confronted by her short-
term loss of mobility. We often ask 
these questions because the world 

continues about its business, 
seemingly oblivious to the magni-
tude of our pain and difficulty. 
 
These questions are not new. The 
person of faith who penned Psalm 
8 raises the same concerns in his 
prayer to God: Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ) ÌÏÏË ÁÔ 
your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars 
that you have established; what 
are human beings that you are 
mindful of them, mortals that you 
ÃÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍȱ ɉ0ÓÁÌÍ ψȡσ-4)?  
 
The answer to these questions is 
contained in the opening words of 
Psalm 23, a psalm of David. The 
ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÓÈÅÐȤ
ÈÅÒÄȱ ÉÓ Á ÄÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ  
cares. David, the shepherd-boy 
turned King, experienced many 
losses in life (including the death 
of a child). David knew how easy it 
was to feel isolated, vulnerable 
and forgotten. He reminds us in 
the opening line of his prayer that 
we are known, valued, and loved 
by God; that God cares about our 
situation and circumstances. God 
is just like a good shepherd who 
cares deeply about the well-being 
of his sheep. 

One of the ministries that Tower 
(ÉÌÌȭÓ .ÕÒÔÕÒÅ 4ÅÁÍ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ ÉÓ Á 
monthly Communion Service for 
the residents at Navesink House, 
an assisted-living and nursing care 
facility in Red Bank. Elder Kathy 
Gahn sets up Communion and 
helps with distribution.  Howard 
Mason plays piano prelude and 
postlude music and chooses won-
derful old hymns to sing. We pas-
tors are responsible for a short 
mediation and worship lead-
ing. The lines from this recent ser-
vice hymn come to mind:  
 
"Å ÎÏÔ ÄÉÓÍÁÙÅÄ ×ÈÁÔÅȭÅÒ ÂÅÔÉÄÅȟ 
God will take care of you. . . 
All you may need He will provide, 
God will take care of you. 
God will take care of you, 
4ÈÒÏȭÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙȟ ÏȭÅÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙȠ 
He will take care of you, God will 
take care of you.  
(The Hymnal ΠτχȟȰ'ÏÄ 7ÉÌÌ 4ÁËÅ 
#ÁÒÅ ÏÆ 9ÏÕȱȟ 7Ȣ 3ÔÉÌÌÍÁÎ -ÁÒÔÉÎɊȢ  
 
This hymn is a reminder to Wendy, 
Pastor Betsy and all of us who suf-
fer: Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄȱ   
(Ps 23:1). God cares for us. God 
will care for us through all the 
hurts and losses of life. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ tŜƴ 

      by Rhonda J. Hoehn, Parish Associate 

Jesus performed acts of healing in 
the Gospel stories:  forgiving sins, 
casting out demons and curing dis-
eases.  Jesus also sent out his disci-
ples to anoint many sick people 
with oil and heal them (Mark 6:13).  We 
21st Century disciples continue this 
ministry (James 5:14-16).  

Our SERVICE FOR HEALING will 
include a short sermon, special 
music for meditation, community 
prayer and time for reflection. Pas-
tors will offer the laying-on-of-
hands and anointing with oil for 
healing. Come and bring a friend.  Spon-
sored by the Nurture Team. 
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As many of you know, Charles was 
given a six-week sabbatical in 
honor of his 20 years of service at 
Tower Hill. On April 14 we went to 
Leipzig, Germany. Leipzig was 
where Johann Sebastian Bach 
spent the last 27 years of his life as 
Cantor (Organist-Music Director) 
of the famous Thomaskirche (St. 
Thomas Church).  We were happy 
to learn Felix Mendelssohn, Max 
Reger and Robert Schumann also 
spent part of their lives in Leipzig. 

We lived in a small hotel about five 
miles from the city center. Our 
room included a little kitchen and 
private bath. I had to get rather 
creative with meals since we had 
only two burners and a dorm-size 
refrigerator. The market was ½ 
mile away, and I shopped several 
times a week. The market area 
conveniently included two grocery 
stores, a bank, post office, and a 
drug store. We had two means of 
transportationɂour feet and the 
rail system. We rode the 
Starrsnbahn (street car) around 
Leipzig and enjoyed riding trains 
on our day trips. We bought a Ger-
man rail pass and took trips to 
Halle (where we saw the new Han-
del museum), Munich, Dresden, 
Cologne, Weimar, and Gorlitz. 
From Gorlitz, we walked over a 
bridge into Poland and ate a picnic 
lunch in the park. No one even 
asked to see our passports! We 
also took an overnight trip to Vi-
enna, where we ate dinner with 
my former organ teacher, Peter 
Planyavsky.  We met up with our 
son, Louis, in Zurich, where he was 

The Harrises Go To Leipzig 

      by Rebecca Harris 

starting  a six-week bicycle trip 
through Switzerland. 

The travelling was fun and educa-
tional, but it was the music we ex-
perienced that made our trip so 
special. We attended twenty con-
cerys, nine of which were organ 
recitals. To our delight, we got to 
ÈÅÁÒ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓȭ ÏÒÇÁÎ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȟ 3ÔÅÆÁÎ 
Engels, play a concert at St. Tho-
mas the first week we were there. 
We enjoyed many student recitals 
at the Hochschule, where Stefan is 
on the faculty. Students come from 
around the world, and we were 
fortunate to hear many of the 
graduate organ, voice, piano and 
chamber music recitals. 

Charles thoroughly enjoyed his 
organ lesson time with Stefan. He 
ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÔÈÅ "ÁÃÈ Ȱ0ÁÓÓÁÃÁÇÌÉÁȱ ÆÏÒ 
ÈÉÍȟ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅÆÁÎȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ×ÁÓȟ 
Ȱ9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÇÏÏÄȢȱ 4ÈÅÙ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ 
lots of conversation about music in 
ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ "ÁÃÈȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃȟ 
and the famous organs in the area 
ÔÈÁÔ ÄÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ "ÁÃÈȭÓ ÔÉÍÅȢ /ÎÅ 
Sunday afternoon, we were taken 
on a field trip, and Charles got to 
play four organs that are un-
touched (except for tuning) since 
being built in the early eighteenth 
century. Charles practiced at the 
Lutheran Church just down the 
street from our hotel. One Sunday 
he accompanied the anthems, and 
I sang in the choir. 

Our favorite day was Saturday. We 
attended the 3:00 p.m. Motet ser-
vice at St. Thomas, where there 
×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÈÏÕÒ ÏÆ "ÁÃÈȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 

famous Thomanerchorɂmen and 
boys choir. The program always 
included some Bach works, and 
the choir was accompanied by or-
gan and members of the Gewand-
haus Orchestra. After the service, 
we sipped cappuccinos at the Bach 
café before walking over to the 
other famous church, the Nikolai-
kirche (St. Nicholas Church). Each 
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. there is an 
organ recital. These two large 
churches are in the city center, 
which looks like the storybook 
German village, with cobblestone 
streets and a coffee house on every 
corner. Very few cars are allowed, 
so walking around was fun and 
relaxing. 

We attended church every Sunday, 
usually at St. Thomas. The Apos-
ÔÌÅÓȭ #ÒÅÅÄ ÁÎÄ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 
translate word for word so we 
could easily follow along. We even 
know most of the hymns! We felt 
right at home when the children 
ÌÅÆÔ ÆÏÒ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ ÎÅ× 
members were introduced, and 
communion was served. There 
were lots of highlights during the 
six weeks, but the most special 
thing we did was sit in St. Thomas, 
looking at and listening to the very 
organ Bach played every Sunday 
for twenty -seven years. 

For that and all the other wonder-
ful memories, we say a great big 
Ȱ4(!.+ 9/5ȱ ÔÏ 4Ï×ÅÒ (ÉÌÌȢ 
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The Changing Seasons 

      ÂÙ ,ÏÒÉ &ÁÕÓÔȟ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ 

It is time to move from the sand 
and sun, to the chairs and books. 
Summer has been full of smiles 
and excitement all over. At Tower 

Hill we have had fun times in Sun-
day School and a packed church 
for VBS week. Vacation Bible 
School had 170 children and 65 
volunteers for five days! The ex-
citement and noise was amazing! 
 
The children learned stories like 
God speaking to Moses in the 
Burning Bush and the Israelites 
crossing the Red Sea. The children 
also learned about God through 

acting out the stories, songs, eating 
ȰÔÁÓÔÙȱ ÓÎÁÃËÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÆÕÎ ÁÒÔ 
projects. The children are still tell-
ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÙÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ'ÏÄ ÉÓ 
×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȣ&%!2 ./4Ȧȱ 4ÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
phrases they learned are God is 
powerful, God does what he says 
he will do, God gives us life and 
God cares for us. Each day was a 
different phrase and was always 
followed by with the children yell-
ÉÎÇ Ȱ&ÅÁÒ .ÏÔȦȱ It is amazing how 
these simple concepts still are very 
ȰÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒȢ 
 
The children love the music. I am 
still getting messages from parents 
whose children are singing the 
songs in the car or telling a sibling 
not to be scared that God is with 
them. VBS is powerful and it sticks 
with the children! Roxanne and I 
were so blessed to be able to share 
this wonderful week with the chil-
ÄÒÅÎ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 
successful without all of the volun-

teers. They connected with the 
children and made VBS the best 
week of the summer! 
 
Our planning for Sunday School in 
the fall is currently under way. 
There are still some openings to 

get to know the wonderful chil-
dren of our church, so please call 
or email me for your chance to get 
to know them. All children will 
need to be registered for Sunday 
School and other activities. The 
registration forms will be available 
on Genesis Sunday, September 
13. See you in the classroom halls!  

The Alpha Course 
An opportunity to explore the meaning of life 

A Practical Introduction to the Christian Faith  

×Fellowship and food     ×Small-group discussion      ×Group teaching      ×Child care provided  

A 10-week program for those who wonder: 
 Christianity: Boring, Untrue, and Irrelevant? 

 Who Is Jesus? 

 Why Did Jesus Die? 

 How Can I Be Sure of My Faith? 

 Why and How Should I Read the Bible? 

 Why and How Do I Pray? 

 How Does God Guide Us? 

 How Can I resist Evil?  

 Why and How Should We Tell Others? 

 What About the Church? 

Anyone can come. Anyone interested in finding out 
    more about the Christian faith is welcome.  
Learning and laughter. Join others in a relaxed 
    atmosphere.  
Pot of coffee and snacks. Each weekly session 

    begins with something to eat.  
Helping one another. There is a large group 

    presentation followed by a small-group 
 discussion.  
Ask anything. Hereôs your chance to ask your 
    questions and express your opinions.  

When:  Wednesday, September 16 ~ 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m.  

Where:  Tower Hill Church, St. Andrews Room  

 Sign -up after Church. Bring a friend!  
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-ÁÙÂÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȟ Ȱ) ÍÉÇÈÔ 
enjoy singing in that choir some 
ÄÁÙȢȱ 7ÅÌÌȟ ÎÏ× ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȢ #ÏÍÅ 
try us out and be our guest at our 
opening Pot-luck dinner and re-
hearsal on Thursday, September 
10. The dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. 
in Webster Hall. We will enjoy  de-
licious food, we have some fun 
ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ.ÁÍÅ 4ÈÁÔ 4ÕÎÅȱȟ  ÈÁÖÅ 
some sumptuous desserts, and 
then move to the St. Andrews 
Room for a brief rehearsal. The 
choir then returns to the loft on 
Sunday morning, September 13 at 
the 9:30 service.   
 
What is a Tower Hill Choir re-
hearsal like? Come and find out on 
Thursdays during September.  We 
welcome all.  If interest is shown in 
membership, I have a brief inter-

The Music Page 
      by Charles  Harris, Director of Music-

view with you explaining member-
ship, choral singing, music nota-
tion, etc.   
 
So, if now is the time for you to try 
out the Tower Hill Choir, see me in 
church on Sunday mornings, call 
me at 732-747-1329, or email me 
at charris@towerhillchurch.org.   
 
I look forward to hearing from you 
and meeting you. Our goal is to 
make a joyful noise to the Lord 
through singing of quality choral 
music.  

Tower Hill Choir Look-
ing for New Singers  

Calvin and Chapel 
Ringers Are Looking 
for New Ringers  

Due to the seven seniors who 
graduated this year, we have sev-
eral ringing positions that need to 
be replaced this fall. If you are a 9th

2009-2010 Choir 
Schedule 

 
Adults  

Tower Hill Choir 
(college age and older) 
Rehearsals: Thursdays, 7:30-9:30 
p.m. in St. Andrews Room 
 

Grades 2-5 
Covenant Choir 

Rehearsals: Sundays, 10:45-11:15 
a.m. in Room 227 
 

Kindergarten & 1st Grade  
Cherub Choir 

Rehearsals: Sundays, 10:45-11:15 
a.m. in Room 220 
 

 
 2009-2010 Handbell Schedule 

(Please note: Handbell groups are limited to 10 ringers in each group.) 

Grades 9-12 
Calvin & Chapel Ringers 

Try-outs: Tuesday, September 8 & 
Wednesday, September 9,  6:00-
7:00 p.m. in the Bell Room (across 
from Room 220) 
     Must be at both try -outs!  
 
Regular Rehearsals - in the Bell 
Room: 
    Chapel - Mondays, 7:00-8:15 
p.m. & Wednesdays, 6:15-7:00 
p.m. 
    Calvin - Mondays, 8:15-9:30 p.m. 
& Wednesdays, 8:45-9:30 p.m. 

-12th grader and have an interest 
in ringing handbells, please call 
me. Tryouts and placement times 
are Tuesday, September 8 and 
Wednesday, September 9 at 6:00 
p.m. in the Bell Room.  
 
I will also try to reinstate the 
BETHANY RINGERS, our adult 
ringing group. This group re-
hearses on Tuesday nights from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. If you have an in-
terest in participating in this bell 
choir, or know of someone who 
does, please call or e-mail me.  
 
There is a place for YOU in our mu-
sic program! Plan now to partici-
pate! 

Grades 6-8 
Knox Ringers 

    Try-outs: Thursday, September 
10, 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the Bell 
Room 
    Regular Rehearsals - in the Bell 
Room: Thursdays, 5:45-6:30 p.m. 
 

Grades 3-5 
Alleluia Ringers 

    Try-outs: Thursday, September 
17, 4:30-5:15 p.m. in the Bell 
Room 
    Regular Rehearsals - in the Bell 
Room: Thursdays, 4:30-5:00 p.m. 

mailto:charris@towerhillchurch.org
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